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Seniors Suffering
Seniors and Older Americans Are Especially Vulnerable 
to Skyrocketing Costs and Abusive Insurance Company 
Practices Under the Current Health Care System
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Insurance companies charge older Americans more

Older Americans are the fastest-growing uninsured 
population
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Percentage of large U.S. firms offering 
retiree coverage declining
Among all large firms (200 or more workers) offering 
health benefits to active workers, percentage of firms 
offering retiree health benefits, 1988–2009

Among All Large Firms (200 or More Workers) Offering Health Benefits to Active 
Workers, Percentage of Firms Offering Retiree Health Benefits, 1988-2009* 
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*Tests found no statistical difference from estimate for the previous year 
shown (p<.05).  No statistical tests are conducted for years prior to 1999. 

Source: Kaiser/HRET Survey of Employer-Sponsored Health Benefits, 
1999-2009; KPMG Survey of Employer-Sponsored Health Benefits, 1991, 1993, 
1995, 1998; The Health Insurance Association of America (HIAA), 1988.
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Older Americans face higher costs 
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Insurance companies deny coverage more for older people

Insurance companies profiteer through Medicare Advantage 

Coverage denial rates 
higher for seniors and 
older Americans
Americans denied coverage  
in 2006, by percentage,  
by age

Source: America’s Health Insurance Plans.

Americans denied coverage as percentage, 
by age
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Insurance companies have been cited for violations in marketing  
to seniors 
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Conclusion: Health reform will help older Americans
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